
“A Life that Overflows Connects with 

the Expression of the Kingdom of God 

on Earth—Jesus’ Church” 

1 Peter 2:4-10 and Ephesians 3:7-13 
 

The Kingdom of God is made of kingdom citizens who 
are members of the kingdom’s expression, the church. 

 

The deepest kind of living and the greatest life of overflowing is 

experienced by those who are connected to God through Jesus 
and are serving as priests in His Kingdom. 

 

1. Living as a Priest in God’s Kingdom through His church  

___________ the Great High Priest—______! 
 

A______ you have sinned. 

B_________ in who Jesus is—God and Lord. 

C_________ Him as Your Lord. 

D________ yourself to His ways. 
 

Do you know Jesus personally? 
 

2. Living as a Priest in God’s Kingdom through His church  

___________ the ________ of the Priesthood… 
 

1) Alive. 

2) Spiritual. 

3) Special. 

4) Personal. 
 

Do these words describe you and your convictions? 
 

3. Living as a Priest in God’s Kingdom through His church  

_________ your Priestly ____________ in your life. 
 

1) Offer spiritual ____________. 

(1) __________—Hebrews 13:15 

(2) _________—Romans 15:15-16 

(3) _______________—Philippians 4:18 

(4) __________—Hebrews 13:16 
 

 2) Make Jesus ___________. 
“…that you may declare the praises of Him who called 

you out of darkness into His wonderful light.” 
 

What are your priorities? 

“Christ makes us one body and individuals who are 

connected to each other.” Romans 12:5 (GW) 
www.Pastors.com       A Ministry of Rick Warren 

 

God didn’t just design our churches to help us center on him, 
but on one another as well. The church helps us connect with 
other believers. 

 

God did not intend for us to live isolated lives. While we’re here 
on earth, he wants us to learn to love other people and to 
practice loving others in his family.  

 

The Bible says, “Christ makes us one body and individuals who 

are connected to each other” (Romans 12:5 GW). We experience 
a new connection when we become children of God—we begin to 

belong to each other as brothers and sisters. 
 

      What does the term ‘body’ mean in the verse above? 
 

“The body we’re talking about is Christ’s body of chosen people. 
Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of his body. 
But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to 

much” (Romans 12:5 The Message). 
 

The spiritual lives of the members you lead will not amount 

to anything if they’re disconnected from the family of God. For 

example, if we were to cut off our fingers, they would not only 
stop growing, but they would stop living. They have to be 
connected to the body in order to function the way they are 
supposed to. 

 

In the same way, we need each other in the body of Christ if we 
want to grow spiritually and fulfill God’s purposes for our 
lives. 

 

The California Department of Mental Health once did a study and 
discovered that if you isolate yourself from others and don’t 
develop close friendships—like in a small group—you are... 

 

- three times more likely to die from an early death. 
- four times more likely to suffer from emotional burnout. 
- five times more likely to be clinically depressed. 
- 10 times more likely to be hospitalized for an emotional  

or mental disorder. 
 

To protect your own mental health and the mental health 
of your members, ensure that small groups are a vital part of 

your routine/weekly schedule. Do you or someone you know 
need to find the vitality found in a small group?  

 

“You are members of God’s very own family . . . and you belong 

in God’s household with every other Christian.”  

(Ephesians 2:19 TLB) 
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