
Discover your Destiny: Finding your 
Place in God’s Wall…_______! 

The Background and Historical Setting: 
1. Ezra and Nehemiah were originally a single book (per the Hebrew Bible, 

the Talmud, the Jewish historian Josephus, and the oldest manuscripts of 
the Septuagint with Origen, A.D. 185-253, being the first to separate this 
book into 2 separate books) of historical narrative that was compiled 
from a variety of historical sources, including the personal memoirs of 
Ezra the scribe (458 BC) and Nehemiah the cupbearer to the king  
(445 BC), which, according to Jewish tradition, Ezra compiled into its 
current form.  

2. The purpose of these narratives was to encourage the Jews who had  
returned from exile by reminding them that their sovereign God was 
keeping His covenant and continuing His redemptive work in and 
through them for His glory. The compilation date was likely around  
425-400 BC. 
 

Discovering your Destiny: A Recap… 
1. Begins with embracing your Purpose! 
2. Requires organizing to Prepare! 
3. Becomes reality through a ruthless commitment  

to living the Priority! 
 4. Calls forth a Passion to Persist! 
 5. Centers in Developing People! 
 6. Bursts Forth through Spiritual Passion! 
 7. Demands a Penitent Heart! 
 8. Results in a Life of Jubilant Praise! 
 9. Ushers in a Celebratory Party! 
 

Discovering your Destiny and Finding your Place in  
God’s Wall Continues through ______ the _____! 

Nehemiah 13:1-31 
 

To Embrace the Promise… 
 

1. ____________ the _________ of embracing the promise. 
 1) The challenge of compromising __________________.  

(13:4-9) 

            2) The challenge of selfish __________. (13:10-14) 
 3) The challenge of secularized __________.  (13:15-22) 
 4) The challenge of domestic ______________. (13:23-25) 

    

Life on this earth is a series of challenges to living out the 
promise of God in your life…are you mentally, emotionally, 

and spiritually prepared to “fight for the promise” each day? 
 

2. ___________the _____ of overcoming the challenges in  
order to embrace the promise.  

 1) Take the ____________: “I” is used 4 times in vv. 23-25  
and 3 times in vv. 28, 30-31.  

If it is to be, it’s up to me! 
  2) Deal with wrong ______________. (13:8-9,11,17,20-22) 
  3) Please for God’s help in ___________. (vv. 14,22,31) 
 

“Many well-meaning Christians become spiritual headhunters: 
negative, angry, witch-hunting Christians who are always 

suspicious and often fighting. Their joy of the Lord is 
replaced with a long, deep frown. The leader must  

maintain a balance between standing for the truth and 
keeping his heart warm before the Lord.” Chuck Swindoll 

 

 3. ________ the commitment to character _____________. 
  1) ______ eyes: “I learned” (vv. 7,10) and “I saw” (vv. 15,23) 
  2) ______________ hearts. (vv. 22,25,28) 
  3) Deep _____________.  
 

It was character that got us out of bed,  

commitment that moved us into action, and  

discipline that enabled us to follow through. 

Zig Ziglar 
 

Keep on Meditating on theses verses,  

noting the source of the joy: 

Romans 14:17; Galatians 5:22; James 1:2;  

1 John 1:4; Job 33:23-26; Psalm 21:6 
 

Your commitments can develop you or destroy you,  
but either way, they will define you. Rick Warren 


