
Zechariah: The Visionary Prophet  
of Positive Encouragement for the Future 

The Background and Historical Setting: 
1. Like many of the prophets of Israel who emphasized the unequivocal “Thus 

says the LORD,” Zechariah unhesitatingly and passionately addresses the 
spiritual immaturity and even idolatry in Israel after the Babylonian exile 
in the latter part of the 6th century in the year ___ BC and beyond (see 
1:1; 1:7, and 7:1 where very specific dates are given); however, Zechariah 
ultimately proclaims positive encouragement for God’s people as they 
look to the future when the sovereign God will reign supreme. 

2. Haggai (preached 4 sermons in 4 months) and his contemporary Zechariah  
both began their ministries in “the second year of Darius the King,” which  
was 520 BC; Haggai began in August while Zechariah began in November. 

        3. The historical context includes Cyrus (only the King of Anshan in Elam in  
559 BC) joining forces in 550 BC with Nabonidus, one of the several weak 
successors of Nebuchadnezzar in the Babylonian Empire, to conquer 
Ecbatana, the capital of Media. In 539 BC Cyrus turned against Nabonidus 
and captured Babylon, in part because Cyrus was more respectful of 
Marduk and other Babylonian deities than the unpopular Nabonidus. 

        4. Cyrus would issue his decree in 538 BC (the Cyrus Cylinder was discovered  
in March of 1879 in Babylon/Mesopotamia) allowing those conquered  
peoples living in exile to return to their homeland with their sacred 
objects (the Jews did have “idols” but were given the sacred temple 
vessels). However, it took many years before large numbers of Jews 
would return to Jerusalem, in part because after about 70 years, they 
had become comfortable with living in Babylon. 

       5. While the Persians should never be considered “democratic,” many of the  
kings did take a more lenient approach to ruling conquered peoples, 
giving much more freedom than most preceding empires.  

The Book as a Whole: 
1. It is the 11th book in “The Book of the Twelve” (the 2nd of the post-exilic  

prophets) in the Hebrew Bible and contains a variety of literary forms,  
including “apocalyptic language” (cf. Daniel and Ezekiel). This book gives  
pictures of the future in “____________ fashion,” often without any  
explanation of how it relates to the other “snapshots.” It contains visions  
that combine the present and the future into an inextricable whole, 
“______________” the near and distant future in a typical prophetic 
fashion that is taken up by many New Testament writers, with particular 
attention (1 scholar says “the most Messianic” of all the OT) to the 
coming Messiah, Jesus Christ (explaining the frequent citations from this 
book in the NT, esp. 9:9-10).  

     2. One of the most pervasive themes is the welfare and future of Jerusalem as  

the holy city of God (1:7-17; 2:1-13; 5:1-4 et al), with chapter 8 depicting  
God in the midst of Jerusalem and chapter 14 describing the “ideal Zion 
(cf. Psalms 46, 48, 132). 

The Prophet Himself: 
      1. Zechariah, like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, was a priest as well as a prophet. He  

was most likely born in Babylonia, returning under Zerubbabel’s  
leadership with about 50,000 others in 538-537 BC, 18 years before  
beginning his prophetic ministry), succeeding his grandfather Iddo as  
head of the priestly family (see Zech. 1:1,7 and Nehemiah 12:10-16).  

      2. His name, Zechariah, means “The LORD _____________” perhaps indicating  
that his parents had a deep faith in the sovereign promises of God. 

      3. Zechariah (the “young man” in Zech. 2:4) possibly continued his ministry  
until the reign of Artaxerxes I (465-424 BC).  

 

The Outline:  
I. Be _______________ in the ______________ Present! (1:1-6) 

A. 8 Visions of Hope (1:7 – 6:8) 
B. The Crown and the Temple: A Prophetic Promise (6:9-15) 
C. The Call for Justice and Mercy with the Promise of Peace (7:1-8:23) 

II. Be __________ about the ___________ Future! (9:1 – 14:20) 
A. The _________ of God the Anointed King and the Destruction of the  

_________ (9:1 – 11:17) 
B. The ___________ by God the Anointed King and the ___________ 

of His ______________ (12:1 – 14:20) 
 

The Prophet’s Purpose:  To proclaim the reason for hope and the  
promise of restoration in the Future that God controls  
and the privilege of being a part of His kingdom. 

 

Key Verses: “Thus declares the LORD of hosts: Return to me, says 
the LORD of hosts, and I will return to you, says the LORD of 

hosts...And on that day…the LORD will be king over all the earth. 
On that day the LORD will be one and his name one.” (1:3; 14:6-9) 

 

Don’t Stop Believing… 
1. Be encouraged…God is up to _______________! (1:1 – 8:23) 

(1) _______ your eyes upon _________… 

(2) _______ in the God who is ___________ out His _____ in  

human ____________. 

2. Be excited…the _________ belongs to those who ________ to  

the LORD! (9:1 – 14:20) 

(1) ________ in the Anointed King Jesus with your whole heart. 

(2) ________ your entire life to be “______ to the _______.” 


