
Haggai: The Prioritized Prophet  
Passionate about God’s House 

The Background and Historical Setting: 
1. Like many of the prophets of Israel who emphasized the unequivocal “Thus 

says the LORD,” Haggai unhesitatingly and passionately addresses the 
spiritual immaturity and even idolatry in Israel after the Babylonian exile 
in the latter part of the 6th century in the year _____ BC (see 1:1; 2:1,10, 
and 20 where very specific dates are given for his 4 messages: “the word 
of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet”). 

2. Haggai and his contemporary Zechariah both began their ministries in “the  
second year of Darius the King,” which was 520 BC. 

        3. The historical context includes Cyrus (only the King of Anshan in Elam in  
559 BC) joining forces in 550 BC with Nabonidus, one of the several weak 
successors of Nebuchadnezzar in the Babylonian Empire, to conquer 
Ecbatana, the capital of Media. In 539 BC Cyrus turned against Nabonidus 
and captured Babylon, in part because Cyrus was more respectful of 
Marduk and other Babylonian deities than the unpopular Nabonidus. 

        4. Cyrus would issue his decree in 538 BC (the Cyrus Cylinder was discovered  
in March of 1879 in Babylon/Mesopotamia) allowing those conquered  
peoples living in exile to return to their homeland with their sacred 
objects (the Jews did have “idols” but were given the sacred temple 
vessels). However, it took many years before large numbers of Jews 
would return to Jerusalem, in part because after about 70 years, they 
had become comfortable with living in Babylon. 

       5. While the Persians should never be considered “democratic,” many of the  
kings did take a more lenient approach to ruling conquered peoples, 
giving much more freedom than most preceding empires.  

The Book as a Whole: 
1. It is the 10th book in “The Book of the Twelve” in the Hebrew Bible and is  

the _________ shortest book in the Old Testament and the first of the 3  
post-exilic prophets. It contains the one basic message of Haggai, “Build  
God’s House,” and is unusual in that Haggai is one of the very few 
“successful” prophets in that the people both _______ and ___________ 
his message. It is a mixture of prose and poetry, using parallelism, 
antithesis, rhyme, and repetition.  

     2. This book reflects much of the history of Israel—the days of the tabernacle,  
the beginning of the monarchy under Samuel, David’s desire to be build a 
house for God, Solomon’s building of the temple, the destruction of the 
temple and the nation under Nebuchadnezzar and the returning exiles 
when Cyrus, King of Persia began to reign in the Fertile Crescent (539 BC). 
 

The Prophet Himself: 
      1. The prophet of this book is virtually unknown except for this short book and  

the isolated instances in Ezra 5:1 and 6:14 and an allusion in Zechariah  
8:9 (there are a few references in the apocryphal books).  

      2. His name, Haggai, is most likely an adjective that means “_______.” If the “i”  
on the end is a short form of Yahweh, then his name may mean “_____  
of Yahweh,” possibly indicating he was born on a feast day. 

      3. Haggai most likely returned to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel 18 years prior to  
these messages (538 BC) and may (very hard to determine) have been 
about ____ years old since 2:3 seems to indicate he may have seen 
Solomon’s temple before it was destroyed in 586 BC. 

 

The Outline:  
I.   _______ your ways..._________ and ________ and ___________  

the __________! (1:1-15) 
II.  Consider your ways... Be _______ and _________ for the God’s  

_________ will be _________! (2:1-9) 
III. Consider your ways…_________ and __________ the _____________ 

of God! (2:10-19) 
IV. Consider your ways…Be a willing ___________ of the LORD! (2:20-23) 
 

The Prophet’s Purpose:  To proclaim the absolute necessity of prioritizing  
     God’s glory through every aspect of earthly life. 
 

Key Verses: “Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. 8 Go 
up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I may take 

pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the Lord.” (1:7-8) 
 

Consider your Priorities… 
 

1. What do your ____________ and your ____________say about  

what _____________ to you? (1:1–15) 
 

(1) Is God’s House worth your ______ and _______? (1:1-11) 

(2) How willing are you to make __________ ___________ 

 to your ______________?  (1:12-15) 
 

2. How do you measure _______________? (2::1-23) 
 

(1) ____ in the presence and power of the Almighty. (2:1-9) 

(2) ________ that the LORD __________ all who will  

________ Him. (2:10-19) 

 (3) Let _________ be used by God for his ______. (2:20-23) 


