
Amos: A Burden for Righteousness and  
a Hope for Restoration 

The Background and The Book as a Whole: 
1. Religious—much activity but very little intimate knowledge of God as  

there was much idolatry (2:4-16). The issue was they were  
Yahweh worshipers AND… (esp. Baal worship). Why would they  
add Baal worship? ___________________________________ 

2. Moral: Their conduct and character were like the nations around them.  
The wealthy took advantage of the poor and all people showed  
little compassion.  Injustice in the courts was common (4:1-13). 

3. Political: A period of prosperity (800-750 BC) had brought a false sense  
of security and now Tiglath-Pileser III (Assyrian ruler 745-727 BC)  
was beginning to become aggressive militarily.  The second half  
of the 8th century saw Israel (the Northern Kingdom) have one  
weak king after another. 

4. Relevant: This 3rd book in “The Book of the Twelve” (minor prophets)  
 in the Hebrew Bible and the Old Testament is one of the most  

relevant ones because of the issues it addresses.  Amos lived  
during the time of Hosea, Isaiah, and Micah (8th century B.C.). 

4. The 2 theological emphases are these: (1) God requires social justice as  
His children are charged with representing His nature in the  
“public square;” and (2) God promises everyone a restoration  
through a personal repentance and faith (5:1ff and 9:1ff.) 

 

The Prophet Himself: 
1. Amos means “_______” which may reflect the emphasis of his ministry  

and/or to the possibility he was born to a family with 10-12  
other children (the first word uttered often became the child’s  
name!). He was doing his “normal life” when the LORD called  
and compelled him to prophecy (see 7:15).  

2. While we often know nothing of how most of the prophets made a 
living, Amos had 2 occupations: (1) __________ (see 1:1) and  
_________ of ________ (type of fig) trees (see 7:14) from Tekoa 
(most likely a fairly civilized city, 12 miles south of Jerusalem, 
that was fortified by Rehoboam, see 2 Chron. 11:6).  

3. Amos was probably somewhat wealthy and well-educated as the  
Hebrew is quite classical in nature with word plays, repetition,  
and a communicative prowess (see chapters 1 and 2).  

 

The Prophet’s Purpose:  To Remind God’s People and the whole World  
 that God will forever be on the side of righteousness and truth,  

providing the hope for restoration to all who remain faithful. 

The Outline:  
I.  A Burden for Righteousness: Let Justice Roll Down like Many Waters 

A.  Judgment against the Nations (1:1 - 2:16) 
B.  Messages of Doom on Israel (3:1 - 6:14) 

II. A Hope for Restoration: In That Day I, the LORD, shall Restore the Fallen 
A. The Visions of Amos (7:1 - 9:6) 
B. Hope for the Remnant (9:7-15) 

 

Key Verses: “But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like  
an ever-flowing stream...In that day I will raise up the booth of  
David that is fallen and …I will restore the fortunes of my people  
Israel…” (5:24, 9:11 and 14) 

 

The God of the Earth Demands Justice and 
Righteousness, Promising Restoration  

for all who Repent and Believe.  
Amos 1:1 - 2:16, 5:4-24, 9:9-15 

 

1. ________ evaluate your own ____ with the Lord, _____________  
seeking the LORD through a lifestyle of _____, ___________,  
and __________. (Amos 1:1-2:16, 5:4-24 et al) 

 

1) Why does judgment come to all the nations? (1st sermon) 
 (1) No ____________ (1:3-5) (2) ________ (1:6-8) 
 (3) Dishonesty (1:9-10)  (4) _______ (1:11-12) 
 (5) Murder (1:13-15)  (6) Desecration (2:1-3) 
 (7) ____________ (2:4-5)  (8) ______________ (2:6-16) 
 

2) Why do God’s people incur a stricter judgment? (Sermons 2,3,4) 
 (1) Privileged but _________________ (3:1-15) 
 (2) Disciplined by God but __________________ (4:1-13) 
 (3) _____________ Righteousness ____________ (5:1-27) 
 

Rate your faith, repentance and service. ____ 
2. ______ in the God who deals honestly with you in _______ and  

________. (Amos 7:1 - 9:15) 
 

1) The FIVE _______ of Amos (7:1- 9:6) emphasize the ________of doom  
on Israel: Locusts (7:1-3), Fire (7:4-6), Plumb Line (7:7-9), Basket  
of summer fruit (8:1-3), and the LORD at the altar (9:1-6). 

 

2) The FINAL word is that the Sovereign Lord (not “special” Israel) is the  
only ____ because the promise of ________ is always ________ 
(9:7-15). 


