
James: Growing Up and Going Forward 
 

Historical Background: 
 

1. James was written by the half-brother of Jesus (see  
Matt.13:35 & John 7:2-5), the leader of the Jerusalem  
Council (Acts 15), in about A.D. 50 to Jewish Christians  
who were perhaps scattered after Stephen’s stoning 
(see Acts 8:1, 11:19). 

2. The purpose of this letter was no doubt to instruct and  
encourage these Christians during trials and oppression. 

3. This letter contains several interesting characteristics: 
1) It is remarkably similar to the teachings and words of  

Jesus (26 specific allusions). 
2) It most likely is the oldest NT book & the most practical. 
3) In its tone it is the most authoritative of all NT letters  

as it contains 54 imperative verbs. 
 

Key Verse: “As the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without deeds is dead.” (James 2:26) 

 

TRUTH: Growing Up and Going Forward into Christlikeness  

      Requires a Biblical Perspective of Prioritization… 

    James 5:1-20 
 

1. Maturing Christians Embrace the Biblical Perspective  

on Priorities of ________ over ________. (vv.1-6) 
 

1) _________ of the putting your _______ in ________. 

2) Be __________ not to __________ your ________. 

3) Be _____________ to __________ prioritize ________! 
 

How important are people to you…really? 
 

2. Maturing Christians Embrace the Biblical Perspective  

on Priorities of _________ over ____________. (vv.7-12) 
 

1) Being patient means my _____ is in God rather than  

_________ or _________________. (vv.7-8) 

2) Being patient means I choose to be __________ when  

________________ with others.  (vv.9, 12) 

 

3) Being patient means I look to _______ of ___________  

for my ___________ to _____________. (vv. 10-11) 
 

How well do you “patiently endure”? 
 

3. Maturing Christians Embrace the Biblical Perspective  

on Priorities of _________ over ___________. (vv.13-20) 
 

1) PRAY…when you are in __________. (v. 13) 

2) PRAY…when you are __________. (v. 13) 

3) PRAY…when you are ______. (vv. 14-15) 

4) PRAY…when you are __________. (v. 16) 

5) PRAY…when you are ______________ by __________. (vv. 16-20) 

 (1) The obstacle of ____________ ____________. (vv.16-18) 

 (2) The obstacle of ___________ __________ back _______. (vv.19-20) 
 

Will you choose to become a faith-filled person who prioritizes 
people, patient endurance, and prayer  

in the midst of every situation?  
 

An excerpt from Janet Denison’s blog this week: “I just finished a long 
conversation with my theologian husband. I was writing this blog post on hope 
when I wondered, “Did Jesus ever hope for anything?” That question does not have 
an easy answer. At the end of a lot of research and a lot of thinking, we could only 
come up with one moment in Scripture that Jesus might have hoped like we 
hope…. Jesus never worried about an early death. Jesus never worried about 
losing his job. Jesus didn’t worry that his prayers wouldn’t be answered by God. 
Jesus didn’t ever worry or wonder about the future, so he didn’t spend time hoping. 
 

The only time in Scripture Jesus comes close to hoping and praying like we often 
do is in the garden of Gethsemane when he prayed, “Father, if you are willing, 
remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 
22:42). Was Jesus hoping God would do something different? Was Jesus hoping 
those torches he was watching from the garden would turn and go another 
direction? Was Jesus hoping God would do for him what he had done for Abraham 
when he provided a ram on Mount Moriah? Did Jesus hope he wouldn’t have to be 
the sacrificial lamb? When we considered the entirety of Scripture, as best we can 
tell, that moment was the only time Jesus hoped for something else, something 
different. But, even in that hope, what Jesus most wanted was that God’s will would 
be accomplished…. Paul wrote, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope” 
(Romans 15:13). Never feel bad for hoping and praying that things will be easier. 
Jesus did that too. But, the next time “easy” isn’t God’s will, walk with faith in Jesus. 
He remembers his prayer in the garden and understands. Some hopes are 
unknowable. Faith knows what hope cannot. 


