
James: Growing Up and Going Forward 
 

Historical Background: 
 

1. James was written by the half-brother of Jesus (see  
Matt.13:35 & John 7:2-5), the leader of the Jerusalem  
Council (Acts 15), in about A.D. 50 to Jewish Christians  
who were perhaps scattered after Stephen’s stoning 
(see Acts 8:1, 11:19). 

2. The purpose of this letter was no doubt to instruct and  
encourage these Christians during trials and oppression. 

3. This letter contains several interesting characteristics: 
1) It is remarkably similar to the teachings and words of  

Jesus (26 specific allusions). 
2) It most likely is the oldest NT book & the most practical. 
3) In its tone it is the most authoritative of all NT letters  

as it contains 54 imperative verbs. 
 

Key Verse: “As the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without deeds is dead.” (James 2:26) 

 

TRUTH: Growing Up and Going Forward into Christlikeness  

 Beautifully Expresses Itself through Selfless  

Service and God-honoring Qualities. James 4:1-17 
 

1. Maturing Christians Choose ________ _______ as the  

Way of Living in _____________ with Others. (vv.1-10) 

 

1) How you ________ is directly related to what you _______! 

2) What you _____ is a clear indication of your ___________. 

3) Your _____ of _________ should reveal your __________  

before God and __________ toward others. 

 

What words describe the manner in which 
you conduct your life? 

 

2. Maturing Christians ______ to ______ _________ or  

__________, but ___________ to act __________. 
 

1) The way you _______ to others says more about ____  

than it does about ______. (vv.11-12) 

2) The way you approach your ____ life should reveal your  

______ in and humble __________ on ___.  (vv.13-17) 

 

Will you choose to use your time this week to serve others 
and speak kindly so that all those you encounter will be 

impressed with the greatness of your God?  
 

The following was sent to me by Florine Atwood. It was 

one of her devotionals recently based on Daniel 1: “The fact 
is, our life is always on display, whether we’re aware of or not. 
Daniel didn’t set out to impress others, but his convictions had an 
effect on everyone who came in contact with him—from lowly 
servants to kings of empires. He clung to the truth of the 

Scriptures. When he was taken to Babylon’s royal court, he 
‘made up his mind’ not to defile himself with the king’s food 
(Dan. 1:8), because he knew that eating meat sacrificed to idols 
was forbidden by the Mosaic law [note: and because the foods 
were unclean according to Levitical laws]. The important thing to 

notice is that Daniel’s convictions, not his environment, 
determined his behavior. One can always find some reason to 
give in, but being sure of our beliefs ahead of time can help us 
stand firm in obedience to God…. Conviction about God’s truth is 
like an anchor holding you steady in the waves of temptation and 

the winds of opinion. Don’t underestimate your obedience to the 
Lord—it can powerfully influence others.” 

A Word… 

A careless word may kindle strife, 

A cruel word may wreck a life; 

A bitter word may hate instill, 

A brutal word may smite and kill. 
 

A gracious word may smooth the way, 

A joyous word may light the day; 

A timely word may lessen stress, 

A loving word may heal and bless. 

     -Author Unknown 


