
James: Growing Up and Going Forward 
 

Historical Background: 
 

1. James was written by the half-brother of Jesus (see  
Matt.13:35 & John 7:2-5), the leader of the Jerusalem  
Council (Acts 15), in about A.D. 50 to Jewish Christians  
who were perhaps scattered after Stephen’s stoning 
(see Acts 8:1, 11:19). 

2. The purpose of this letter was no doubt to instruct and  
encourage these Christians during trials and oppression. 

3. This letter contains several interesting characteristics: 
1) It is remarkably similar to the teachings and words of  

Jesus (26 specific allusions). 
2) It most likely is the oldest NT book & the most practical. 
3) In its tone it is the most authoritative of all NT letters  

as it contains 54 imperative verbs. 
 

Key Verse: “As the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without deeds is dead.” (James 2:26) 

 

TRUTH: Growing Up and Going Forward into Christlikeness  

Powerfully Expresses Itself in Taming your Tongue  

and Walking in Wisdom.  James 3:1-18 
 

1. Maturing Christians ______ their _________. (vv.1-12) 
 

1) __ of the ____ verses in this book refer to some aspect of  

Speech and __ of the 10 Commandments refer directly to  

the words that come out of our mouths! (see Mark 7:14-23) 

2) The ______ of the tongue is that it can _____ the whole  

________ and ________ everything in its _____ and clearly  

_____________ our true _________. (see Matthew 12:33-37) 
 

2. Maturing Christians ____ in the _______ of God that  

promotes a ______________ only God can _______. 
 

1) ________ and _________ wisdom produces ____________,  

________, and ____________________. (vv.13-16) 

2) ________ and _______ wisdom produces ______, ______,  

________, and ________________. (vv.17-18) 
 

Will you use your mouth to spread the wisdom of God 
this week…at home, work, and in the world?  

If… 
 

If all we say in a single day, 

With never a word left out, 

Were printed each night in clear black and white, 

‘twould prove strange reading, no doubt. 
 

And then, just suppose, ‘ere one’s eyes he should close, 

He must read the day’s record through; 

Then wouldn’t one sigh, and wouldn’t one try 

A great deal less talking to do? 
 

And I more than half think that many a kink 

Would be smoothed in life’s tangled thread, 

If one half that we say in a single day 

Were left forever unsaid. 

     -Author Unknown 
 

Therefore, each of you must put off falsehood and speak 

truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one 

body. “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while 

you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. Anyone 

who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing 

something useful with their own hands, that they may have 

something to share with those in need. Do not let any 

unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 

helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it 

may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit 

of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling 

and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and 

compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 

Christ God forgave you. (Paul, Ephesians 4:25-32) 


