
James: Growing Up and Going Forward 
 

Historical Background: 
 

1. James was written by the half-brother of Jesus (see  
Matt.13:35 & John 7:2-5), the leader of the Jerusalem  
Council (Acts 15), in about A.D. 50 to Jewish Christians  
who were perhaps scattered after Stephen’s stoning 
(see Acts 8:1, 11:19). 

2. The purpose of this letter was no doubt to instruct and  
encourage these Christians during trials and oppression. 

3. This letter contains several interesting characteristics: 
1) It is remarkably similar to the teachings and words of  

Jesus (26 specific allusions). 
2) It most likely is the oldest NT book & the most practical. 
3) In its tone it is the most authoritative of all NT letters  

as it contains 54 imperative verbs. 
 

Key Verse: “As the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without deeds is dead.” (James 2:26) 

 

TRUTH: Growing Up and Going Forward into Christlikeness  
Reverberates with Authenticity when You “Just Do  
It Already!”   James 2:14-26 

 

1. Maturing Christians _________ with an _________ to  
Demonstrate Faith in _________ ________. (vv.14-18) 
 

1) ______ is ________ for every Christian. 
2) _______ faith is a ______ that demonstrates its _______  

through repeated acts of ________ __________. 
 

2. Maturing Christians _______ in God with their Whole  
________ then Authenticate it by their ________  
________. (v.19-26) 

 

1) __________ acceptance is inadequate. 
2) What you truly _________ will find expression through how you  

 ___________. 
3) __________ obedience “qualifies” you to be the “______ of ____.” 

 

“Is it not evident that a person is made right with God not 

by a barren faith but by faith fruitful in works?”  
(The Message, James 2:26) 

Jim Denison published the following on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 (the portion 
below is only part of the full article).  

A prayer for our time 
In response to our divided and divisive culture, God’s word calls us to hold  
three principles in balance: 

1. God’s word is truth (John 17:17). What Scripture says on subjects 
such as abortion, sexuality, marriage, racism, immigration, poverty, 
and other moral issues is what we are called to believe and 
promote. 

2. All people are fallen and broken (Romans 3:23). Lost people are not 
our enemies but victims of our Enemy (2 Corinthians 4:4). We are 
called to share truth in a spirit of love (Ephesians 4:15; 1 Peter 5:5). 

3. Our ultimate trust is not in ourselves but in Christ. As King David 
testified, “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in 
the name of the Lord our God” (Psalm 20:7). 

As a result, followers of Jesus are to be bold in declaring and defending 
unpopular truth, gracious with those who disagree, and humble in 
dependence on our Lord. In other words, we are to be like Jesus. 
If we will ask the Spirit of God to make us more like the Son of God, he 
will answer our prayer to the glory of God. 

 
Janet Denison, Jim’s wife, blogged the following on Wednesday, February 10, 
2021 (the abbreviated and redacted portion below is only part of the full blog and 
includes some adaptations by yours truly). 

God speaks to servants who listen. 
But sometimes God whispers. Why is that? 

1. God's whisper is personal. When did you last whisper to someone? Chances 
are, it was someone you love…. God whispers to those he loves too. Scripture 
records God’s whispered voice in 1 Kings 19 to Elijah (read the chapter)….God’s 
whisper to you may become His whisper for someone else. 
2. God's whisper has a purpose. Elijah was in a cave when an angel of the Lord 
came to him and said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord” (1 Kings 
19:11)….God was going to whisper to the prophet, and he wanted Elijah to listen. 
God still whispers his purpose and plans to his people today. 
3. God's whisper is powerful. Elijah stood before the Lord, and “he passed by.” 
God wasn’t in the “big, loud events” but in the “sound of a gentle blowing.” See  
1 Kings 19:11–12. In the midst of this past 11 months, we have all experienced 
change and perhaps wondered if the Lord were speaking to His world. My answer 
to that is “always…but are we listening and exactly what is He saying?” 
3. God's whisper is our peace. God spoke directly to Elijah’s needs…. While God 
met his immediate needs of rest and food, God didn’t whisper that everything 
would be fine. God whispered his will, and Elijah was fine. 
4. God's whisper is His word. Do you expect God will whisper to you?... Take a 
moment to draw close to Jesus. Then allow him to whisper his words to you. 
Let us pray…and hear Him… 


