
James: Growing Up and Going Forward 
 

Historical Background: 
 

1. James was written by the half-brother of Jesus (see  
Matt.13:35 & John 7:2-5), the leader of the Jerusalem  
Council (Acts 15), in about A.D. 50 to Jewish Christians  
who were perhaps scattered after Stephen’s stoning 
(see Acts 8:1, 11:19). 

2. The purpose of this letter was no doubt to instruct and  
encourage these Christians during trials and oppression. 

3. This letter contains several interesting characteristics: 
1) It is remarkably similar to the teachings and words of  

Jesus (26 specific allusions). 
2) It most likely is the oldest NT book & the most practical. 
3) In its tone it is the most authoritative of all NT letters  

as it contains 54 imperative verbs. 
 

Key Verse: “As the body without the spirit is dead, so 
    faith without deeds is dead.” (James 2:26) 

 

TRUTH: Growing Up and Going Forward into Christlikeness  

Becomes Powerful when Every Person is Treated  

with Respect.   James 2:1-13 
 

1. The Maturing Christian Knows the _______ is _____  

at the ______ of the Cross. (v.1) 
 

1) ___ one can “__________” or “________” the ______ of God. 

2) ________ one is worthy of ___________ and _________. 
 

2. The Maturing Christian Knows __________ than to  

____________ and Show _____________. (v.1-11) 
 

1) _________to view others by their _____________ appearance. 

2) ___________ how God operates—usually the __________ of  

human values. 

3) _______ in every __________ to show “____ for your ________.” 
 

3. The Maturing Christian Knows that Freedom is  

_____ ALWAYS __________ over _________. (v. 12-13) 

  

Grace will forever be God’s Final Word because the  

Cross is His ultimate Expression of His Love! 

Jim Denison published the following on Tuesday, February 2, 2021 (the portion below is 
only part of the full article). He often eloquently and insightfully captures my thoughts and 
convictions. He did it again, for the most part, in this article in which he references a 
newspaper article, much of which hits the mark.  
 

“Last Sunday, an article was published in my local newspaper, the Dallas 
Morning News, that every evangelical should read. Written by Dr. Ed Stetzer and Andrew 
MacDonald, leaders at the Wheaton College Billy Graham Center, the article is titled, “It’s 
time we evangelicals have a talk about Christian nationalism.” Stetzer and MacDonald 
describe Christian nationalism as the syncretistic fusion of patriotism and Christianity. This 
fusion claims that “America enjoys providential favor or blessings above other nations,” a 
belief which the authors correctly note is unbiblical. They add that Christian nationalism 
“incorporates national identity into the mission of the church. In doing so, it makes this 
national vision not only the lens by which we understand Christian faith and practice but a 
precondition for participation in the community of faith.” 

The authors turn to Paul’s letter to the Philippian church, in which he uses “the 
metaphor of citizenship to drive home the reality that the Christian identity is not bound 
up in any nation or a ruler.” They note that in the apostle’s culture, “Roman citizenship 
meant everything.” Nonetheless, Paul taught that Christians must live “as citizens of 
heaven.” On this basis, they ask if evangelicals have “allowed our identity to be rooted in 
anything other than the gospel.” They note: “We can love our country. We must love God. 
When we disorder these loves, we denigrate the values of both. “Christianity is never 
represented by Jesus wrapped in [an] American flag. The God of the Bible critiques every 
nation, culture, and people. By loving our country, and that includes our rightful embrace 
of patriotism, we put God above country.” The authors conclude: “When we do, the 
gospel is clear, the nation is critiqued by the truths of the Scriptures, and [it] becomes a 
better place.” 

What Cuban Christians can teach us 
I have recently stated that I am a Christian patriot but not a Christian nationalist, 

noting that nations are geopolitical entities, while a Christian is a person who has trusted 
in Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. A nation by definition cannot do this and thus 
cannot be a “Christian nation.”  

Why, then, is Christian nationalism so tempting for many evangelicals? 
One factor is that America has indeed been blessed. Our geography has protected us from 
foreign aggressors by oceans on our east and west, forests on the north, and deserts on 
the south. Our continent is rich with minerals. Our founding ideology, “all men are created 
equal,” while not yet fulfilled for all Americans, has driven a commitment to equality and 
entrepreneurial progress that has helped our economy lead the world. 
However, it is only one step from gratitude for God’s blessings to the belief that our 
people are inherently superior to others and that America has been blessed and chosen 
by God for a purpose no other nations could serve. My travels have shown me the folly of 
such a belief. If you could see the sacrificial passion for Jesus that empowers persecuted 
Christians in Cuba and Communist China, you would agree with me that the faith of 
many American Christians pales by comparison. If you could meet former Muslims who 
now follow Jesus at the peril of their lives or visit house churches in Europe that are 
engaging their culture with amazing effectiveness, you’d know that America has no claim 
to spiritual superiority in the world….” 
 

I, Marty Akins, would describe myself as a patriotic Christian, who is convinced that the 
ONLY hope for citizens of America and everyone in the world is found in a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, The Way, The Truth, and The Life. 


