
James: Growing Up and Going Forward 
 

Historical Background: 
 

1. James was written by the half-brother of Jesus (see  
Matt.13:35 & John 7:2-5), the leader of the Jerusalem  
Council (Acts 15), in about A.D. 50 to Jewish Christians  
who were perhaps scattered after Stephen’s stoning 
(see Acts 8:1, 11:19). 

2. The purpose of this letter was no doubt to instruct and  
encourage these Christians during trials and oppression. 

3. This letter contains several interesting characteristics: 
1) It is remarkably similar to the teachings and words of  

Jesus (26 specific allusions). 
2) It most likely is the oldest NT book. 
3) It is the most intensely practical book of the NT. 
4) In its tone it is the most authoritative of all NT letters  

as it contains 54 imperative verbs. 
 

Key Verse: “As the body without the spirit is dead, so 
    faith without deeds is dead.” (James 2:26) 

 

TRUTH: Growing Up and Going Forward Demands  

Choosing the Wise Path to Christlikeness.  

James 1:19-27 
 

1. The Wise Path to Christlikeness Begins with being  

______________. (vv.19-20) 

1) Quick to _______; slow to _______; and slow to _______. 

2) __________ anger _________ the flow of ______ ________. 
 

2. The Wise Path to Christlikeness Becomes _________  

through being ___________ (v.21) 
 

NOTE: __________ the Word; ________ of wickedness;  
 _______ in your eternal _____________! 

 

3. The Wise Path to Christlikeness Becomes _________  

 through being ___________ __________. (vv. 22-27) 
 

DO…________ your _______; ____ for the ______; and  
__________ yourself to live a ____ life for God’s _____. 
 

Do others describe you as a “holy doer” or a “forgetful hearer”  
or simply a “thoughtless talker”? 

 

January 24, 2021 
 

I am indebted to Dr. Jim Denison for providing much of the 
inspiration and content that follows: 
 

How should I, along with all other Christians, live so as to be the 

best possible representation of our Lord Jesus, honoring Him 
with our words and deeds?  
(1) Measure human words by the word of God. Paul  

testified, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and  
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for  

training in righteousness, that the man of God may be  
complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy  
3:16–17). May we encourage one another to make  
Scripture the lens through which you see and interpret  
everything else in your world. The only “word” God is  
obligated to bless is His Word.  

(2) Hold one another accountable for biblical morality. 
This does not mean that Christian leaders will be perfect,  
but that we should seek to live by God’s word and in His  
will, praying for one another (1 Timothy 2:1–2),  
encouraging one another (Hebrews 10:25), and, when  
necessary, hold each other accountable to God’s  
standards (cf. Gal. 6:1; James 5:16).  

(3) Seek a growing, intimate relationship with Jesus. Paul  
grieved that he had to feed the Corinthians “with milk,  

not solid food” (1 Corinthians 3:2). Milk is digested food.  
The same is true spiritually—many are content with  
spiritual truth “digested” by their pastor, teacher, or  
other spiritual resources. By contrast, Jesus said of 
himself, “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Are 
you abiding in Jesus today? Will you choose a replica or 
the real thing?  

 

The cave paintings at Lascaux, France, are among the earliest 
known works of art in the world. Nearly fifteen hundred paintings of 
animals are dated as between fifteen thousand and seventeen thousand 
years old. After they were identified and examined, they were opened 
to the public in 1948. Within seven years, however, it became clear that 
exposure to as many as twelve hundred visitors a day was damaging 
the works inside. Protective measures were taken, but the site was 
closed in 1963. A life-sized replica of the cave, two hundred 
meters from the original, was completed twenty years later.  
 

Each of us can experience the risen Lord Jesus today, or  
you can settle for human replicas.  Choose wisely. 


