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JULY, 2019 Association News 
Upcoming Events! 

 

NO  Breakfasts until September 
 

JULY EVENTS 

JULY 3, 4, &5- LIBA office will be 

closed for 4
th

 of July Holiday 

 

JULY 13-20, MISSION TRIP:  

Tse Bonito, NM &Window Rock, 

AZ.  Further Info: call-Keith at: 325-

456-0928 or Marty Akins at: 806-

215-1932. Thank you for your 

faithful support both through your 

prayers and financial gifts. If you 

would like to send a check to help, 

send it to Lake Ivie Baptist 

Association, P.O. Box 639, Ballinger, 

TX 76821-please make a note on the 

bottom of the check: “For Mission 

Trip”. Thank You & God Bless. 

**Because of money contributed by 

LIBA & BGCT the actual cost per 

person will be less than $175. 

 

JULY 21-26 

   Family Gathering at Paisano 

Baptist Camp in Alpine 

JULY 28-31 

    Heaven’s Gate/Hell’s Flames-

7:00PM at the First Baptist Church, 

in Mason 

                      
                

 

 
For event reminders, follow us on 
Facebook:  Lake Ivie Baptist Association 
 

 
 

Please continue to pray for 

our pastorless churches: 
 

El Cordero, Santa Anna 
First Baptist Church, Brady 

First Baptist Church, Paint Rock 
Millersview Baptist Church 

  ***************** 

 

 

Thought For The Day:  

“Don’t say God is silent, when your 

Bible is closed.” “A church that has 

the gospel on its mind should see 

holiness in its life.” 

Lake Ivie 
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Association 
2018 
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MISSIONS TEAM 
Charlie Winford 

O2bntexas@aol.com 
325-726-8343 
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Keith’s Konnections… 

 Allow me to share some statistics with you that you may, or may not, find interesting: 

72% of pastors work between 55-75 hours per week. 

84% feel that they are on call 24/7. 

65% feel that their family lives in a “glass house”. 

65% have not taken a vacation within the past 5 years. 

28% feel guilty when they DO take time off. 

57% feel as if they aren’t being paid a livable wage. 

80% expect conflict within the church. 

70% feel that they have no close friends. 

1 out of every 10 pastors actually RETIRE as a pastor 

Over 1500 pastors leave the ministry each month. 

Over 1300 of pastors are terminated by their church each month. 

The top 2 reasons pastors leave the ministry are: 1. Moral failure and 2. Burnout 

 

 Would you apply for a job knowing these statistics, but not knowing what the job was, exactly what is 

expected of you, and even though you went to college for training, had no idea what ALL the job entailed?  I 

would dare say that most of us would just laugh and go find another job with better benefits, higher salary, a set 

work schedule, and a very detailed job description.  Why would ANYONE want to become a pastor knowing 

these statistics?  Why would anyone work so many hours for so few, unappreciative people, people who expect 

the pastor to DO everything, and the people who had just soon see him leave?  The simple answer is this:  God 

has CALLED them to be a pastor!!!!!!!!  AND if God calls a person, they have to answer that call.  The calling 

comes FIRST from God before a pastor is called to a church. 

 

 Paul says in his letter to the Corinthians in I Corinthians 9:16, “For when I preach the gospel, I cannot 

boast, since I am COMPELLED to preach.  Woe to me if I DO NOT preach the gospel!” (NIV)  Do you realize 

that a true man of God who is absolutely, divinely CALLED into the ministry cannot help but preach the gospel 

and do God’s will?  They have no choice!!!  When Peter and John were released from prison and after the 

religious leaders of the day told them to quit preaching, Peter said in Acts 4:19-20, “Which is right in God’s 

eyes: to listen to you, or to listen to HIM? You be the judges.  As for us, we cannot help speaking about what 

we have seen and heard.” (NIV) 

 

 Paul also says in Ephesians 4:11-13, “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 

the pastors and teachers; to equip His people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, and become mature, attaining to the 

whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” (NIV)  Being a pastor is a God given, divine appointment that MUST 

be followed.  Too much is expected of pastors, and they receive little to no recognition for ALL that they do.  

BUT, do not put your pastor on a pedestal where he can easily be knocked off, but rather lift him up in prayer 

where God can and will take care of him.  Keep the faith, keep sharing, and keep praying for your pastor.  He 

needs it more than anyone else.  Blessings upon each of you. 

  


